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ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
TOWN OF PETERBOROUGH 

  
Peterborough, New Hampshire 

 
Present: Sharon Monahan, Peggy Leedberg, Chris Diloreto, Loretta Laurenitis, 
and Don Selby (via Zoom) 
     
Staff Present: Laura Norton, Office of Building and Planning and Tim Herlihy, 
Code Officer and ZBA Liaison 
      
 

Chair Monahan called the regularly scheduled meeting of the Zoning Board of 
Adjustment to order at 6:30 p.m. with a welcome and introductions.  

Minutes: 

A motion was made/seconded (Monahan/Laurenitis) to approve the Minutes of 
November 1, 2021 with correction of typos with all in favor. 

Chair Monahan read the only case on the agenda: 

Case No. 1275 Monadnock Rod and Gun Club: Request for an Appeal of 
Administrative Decision pursuant to RSA 676:5 of the decision of Tim Herlihy, Code 
Officer and Zoning Administrator dated November 3, 2021. The administrative 
decision being appealed is the shooting range is no longer grandfathered. The property 
is located at 595 Jaffrey Rd., Parcel No. R003-032-000 in the Rural District. 
 

Chair Monahan appointed Mr. Diloreto to sit as a full member for the case. After 
reviewing their Rules of Procedure, Chair Monahan noted that it had been brought 
to her attention that a decision in this case may reasonably be expected to bring 
impact on a neighboring municipality, invoking RSA 36:55 - Review of 
Development of Regina Impact. 

Chair Monahan told the members “so we must decide first if this if this is a 
development of potential regional impact as the property borders the town of 
Jaffrey.” She then asked Mr. Herlihy for any additional information. Mr. Herlihy 
noted the Town of Jaffrey and the Southwest Regional Planning Commission were 
both notified at the request of the Planning Board when they reviewed a site plan 
review for the applicant in November. “So that was a separate case so they were 
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not re-noticed for this case right?” asked Chair Monahan and Mr. Herlihy replying 
“yes.” Chair Monahan noted “alright, in that case we’ll have to take a vote on 
whether we feel this will have a regional impact.” 

When Ms. Leedberg noticed the town of Jaffrey on the list of abutters supplied to 
the Board Mr. Herlihy explained the list was a draft and that neither Jaffrey nor 
Southwest Regional Planning had been notified of this appeal. “In order to have 
those notifications sent out as regional impact a decision has to come from the 
Board,” he said. “So, we have to vote on it” replied Chair Monahan as she went on 
to read the RSA (36:55) which states: development impact means any proposal 
before a local land use board which in the determination of such local land use 
could reasonably be expected to impact on a neighboring municipality because of 
factors such as but not limited to: relative size or number of dwelling units as 
compared with existing stock; proximity to the borders of a neighboring 
community; transportation networks; anticipated emissions such as light, noise, 
smoke, odors or particles; proximity to aquifers or surface waters which transcend 
municipal boundaries or shared facilities such as schools and solid waste disposal 
facilities.”  She concluded “we’ll need to take a vote on this” adding “so I am 
going to ask each member of the Board to weight in.” 

Ms. Laurenitis began with citing the criteria of proximity to the border of a 
neighboring community as being a key factor in her vote to affirm regional impact 
and the need to notice the town of Jaffrey. 

Ms. Leedberg agreed noting the proximity was enough to determine regional 
impact. 

Mr. Diloreto agreed as well noting “I think several of the criteria make this fall into 
regional impact.” 

Mr. Selby had technical difficulties and did not weigh in. 

Chair Monahan disagreed about a regional impact. “I actually don’t think it is 
regional impact and the reason is that if this was a variance or special exception 
before us, I would consider it but because it is an appeal of an administrative 
decision, I don’t think that it comes under this.” She went on to say, “but since the 
Board feels otherwise, I guess I’ll entertain a motion.”  

A brief discussion on members concerns in understanding the concept of the 
regional impact followed. Mr. Herlihy noted that it comes down to whether this is 
a regional impact. “You are a land use board; you have that ability, and it comes 
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down to you reading the RSA and making the decision that the criteria listed meets 
the requirement to have this alerted to both the town of Jaffrey and the local 
regional planning office” he said. 

A motion was made/seconded (Laurenitis/Leedberg) that the project has been 
deemed one of regional interest and must abide by RSA 36:55 with abutter 
notification to the Town of Jaffrey NH and the Southwest Regional Planning 
Commission prior to the next public hearing with all in favor but Chair Monahan 
who opposed and Mr. Selby who had technical difficulties. 

Chair Monahan then noted the application will be continued to a date and time 
certain of February 7, 2022 at 6:30 p.m. She thanked all for coming and apologized 
for the delay. “I am sincerely sorry, I was prepared to go through the case tonight 
but it is better to be safe than sorry by making the notification” she said.  

Chair Monahan concluded the public hearing with are review of all materials 
submitted by the applicant and all interested parties (including excerpted material 
from the ZBA Handbook on how to handle appeals and administrative decisions to 
make sure everyone was on board). Ms. Laurenitis asked for clarification on a 
discrepancy between the total acreage of the parcel (listed as 21.32 acres in one 
place and 24.45 in another). A brief discussion about the accuracy and validity of 
the Peterborough Parcel Viewer versus a stamped survey followed. 

Other Business: 

Ms. Laurenitis asked (again) that references to the Board of Selectmen, or the 
Board of Selectmen’s Meeting Room be struck and changed to the Selectboard and 
Selectboard Meeting Room. 

Mr. Herlihy gave the members a brief update on the status of their Rules of 
Procedure. 

Chair Monahan asked for a sense of the Board to request a non-public meeting 
with the town attorney prior to the next meeting with a positive consensus to do so. 
Mr. Herlihy noted he would reach out and get back to them with a tentative date 
and time. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Laura Norton, Administrative Assistant 


